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2010 Legislative Update

House District 134 - Representing part of Saco

This newsletter was produced entirely by staff of the Maine Legislature at no additional expense. 

Dear Neighbor,

It has been an honor to serve as your state representative during a 
very challenging year for our state. An unprecedented budget short-
fall and the challenge of reorganizing government services to im-
prove efficiency meant the Legislature needed to make many difficult 
choices. As your representative, I always carefully considered the 
impact that the decisions we made would have on our community as 
we worked on these critical issues. 

While the budget dominated the headlines, this Legislature passed 
a number of bills that will help improve the lives of all Maine people.  
From investing in jobs and renewable energy to expanding consumer 
protections and access to health care, we succeeded in strengthen-
ing Maine during a time of unparalleled economic uncertainty.   

The issues discussed in this newsletter are just a few of the many 
that were considered and approved by the Legislature. For more in-
formation I encourage you to contact me. Thank you for the privilege 
of serving as your representative in Augusta. 

Sincerely,

      Property Tax & Rent Rebate

 Rep. Valentino talking to students from CK 
Burns visiting the State House.

Applications for the 2010 Property 
Tax and Rent Refund Program will 
be available later this summer. You 
may be one of nearly 200,000 Maine 
households entitled to a rebate of up 
to $1,600 on property taxes or rent 
paid during 2009. 

You May Qualify If:
• You do not have a spouse or  
  dependent(s) and your 2009 
  household income was $61,400 or    
  less; or
• You have a spouse or  
  dependent(s) and your 2009 
  household income was $81,850 or  
  less.

Applications will be available in
 August. Contact me for an 
application or if you have questions 
about the program. To download an 
application or apply online go to:  
http://www.maine.gov/revenue/

Rep. Valentino with the 2009 Thorton Academy 
championship golf team in the Governor’s office.
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Linda Valentino is serving her third term representing part of 
Saco in the Maine House of Representatives.  She currently 
serves on the Taxation Committee and the Legal and Veterans 
Affairs Committee, and is a former member of the 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committee.

She is a former commissioner of the Maine Liquor and 
Lottery Commission and was elected for three terms to the 
Saco City Council, where she served as deputy mayor and chair 
of the Finance Committee. 

She and her husband, Curtis Scamman, live on Boom Road in 
Saco. They have three grown children and three grandchildren.

In 2009, the Legislature passed a sweeping energy package that included funds for renewable energy 
and workforce development in emerging green industries; established strong ongoing funding to weather-
ize Maine homes and businesses; created a “one stop shop” for consumers to access energy programs; 
established a free fluorescent light bulb recycling program, and boosted other waste recycling programs. 

• In 2010, the Legislature allowed municipalities to establish low-interest finance programs for weath-
erization and other energy efficiency measures (LD 1717).

Building Maine’s energy future, protecting natural resources

Job creation and the economy
In 2009, the Legislature passed a bond package that will create hundreds of new jobs in Maine; 
created the Efficiency Maine trust to dramatically boost weatherization and efficiency jobs; expanded Pine 
Tree Development Zones statewide to businesses that create new jobs; modernized the tax base and cut 
income taxes for almost all Maine taxpayers; and improved access to training programs for workers 
impacted by the economic downturn. 

•  In 2010, the Legislature passed a new bipartisan bond package that if approved will create and save 
   more than 2,000 jobs and make important investments in our roads, rails, and ports. 
•  Expanded tax incentives to grow and protect core tourism-driven industries and marine trades. 
•  Passed a processing law to help Maine’s lobster industry compete in the global marketplace.
•  Passed a law to support rapid expansion of broadband to unserved and underserved communities.

Rep. Valentino at TA reception with Christophe 
Guilhou, Consulate General of France, Severin 

Beliveau and Mayor Michaud.

• Created a smart grid policy for the state, which 
allows users to monitor and conserve energy 
use (LD 1535).

• Opened new pathways for energy delivery 
across the state and supported policies to foster 
ocean, wind, tidal and wave power (LD 1810).

• Protected Maine from a federal saltwater rec-
reational fishing license mandate by creating a 
much less restrictive and free or very low-cost 
state registry, with proceeds going directly to 
support research and protection marine habitats 
(LD 1432).

The Legislature was again forced to make many dif-
ficult decisions to bring the general fund budget into 
balance. While many states faced partisan gridlock, in 
Maine Democrats and Republicans came together in 
both 2009 and 2010 to pass bi-partisan budgets.

•  Maine’s General Fund Budget has shrunk by
   $844.8M since the 124th Legislature took
   office in December 2008.
•  The Legislature cut nearly $310 million from the 
   biennial budget without increasing taxes.
•  The new budget made use of federal recovery funds       
    to reduce proposed cuts to local education and 
    to critical health care services while further 
   streamlining government functions to save money.

In 2009, the Legislature created the Maine “Health 
Care Bill of Rights,” to improve transparency, 
disclosure and oversight of the health care indus-
try; established an in-home and community support 
system for adults with long-term care needs; and 
expanded rural access to preventive dental care.

• In 2010, the Legislature passed first-in-the-na-
tion legislation banning annual and lifetime caps 
on insurance policies, protecting those suffering 
from severe illness from also facing catastrophic 
debt (LD 1620).

• Expanded health benefits and access to insur-
ance for children with developmental disabilities, 
for the unemployed and for Mainers with pros-
thetic limbs (LD 425).

Increasing access to affordable health care

In 2009, the Legislature required large chain restaurants to post calorie data; and required rental property 
owners to test for radon.

•  In 2010, the Legislature protected consumers from unauthorized credit card charges from free trial offers; 
   prohibited merchants from placing surcharges on debit card purchases; and protected citizens’ credit by  
   preventing certain medical debts from appearing on consumers’ credit reports (LD 1541).
•  Developed a plan to identify electronic waste and mercury-containing products that need to be recycled.
•  Added transparency and disclosure to signature gathering procedures to prevent fraud and forgery in the     
   ballot initiative process; clarified gift reporting requirements for legislators and made changes to campaign  
   finance disclosures to increase public openness (LD 1730).

Protecting consumers and promoting open government

The state budget

Rep. Valentino looks on as Gov. John Baldacci signs 
legislation to grow the film industry in Maine.


