
Medicaid Expansion

There were three additional bills introduced to 
expand access to healthcare for nearly 70,000 Main-
ers as authorized under the federal Affordable Care 
Act.  LD 1487, proposed linking a Medicaid expansion 
to implementing a managed care system to help 
reduce costs in the MaineCare program. This bill had 
bipartisan support and passed the Senate and House. 
I supported the bill. Governor vetoed. 

Two more bills, LD 1578 and LD 1640, on expan-
sion passed and both were vetoed by Governor. In 
total, 5 different bills failed over the last two years to 
expand Medicaid. I supported these bills.    

Welfare Reform

Three noteworthy bills were introduced to address 
welfare reform.

• LD 1822 prohibited the use of Temporary Assis-
tance for Needy Families (or TANF) money for tobacco 
products, alcohol, gambling activities, lotteries, 
and bail. The bill was amended in the Senate to also 
prohibit retailers and vendors from accepting TANF 
benefits to purchase these products. The bill passed 
in the Senate but failed in the House. I voted to 
support the bill.

• LD 1815 stated that before TANF assistance may 
be granted, the applicant must apply in writing for 
3 separate advertised jobs and produce verifiable 
documentation to the department of the applica-
tions. To satisfy this work search requirement, the 
job applications may be submitted at any time from 
one week prior to the date of the application to the 
department for TANF assistance to 2 weeks following 
that date. Bill failed to pass Legislature. I did not 
support the bill because many people with children 
are fleeing domestic violence situations and need 
immediate assistance.

• LD 1820 would have limited EBT benefits to 

in-State transactions. The committee of oversight 
amended the bill to conduct a study or the abuse 
and report back with recommendations. The Senate 
and House passed the bill. Governor vetoed bill.  I 
supported the bill.

Protecting our Lakes

• LD 1744, an act to protect Maine lakes would have 
prohibited the application of fertilizers, herbicides, 
pesticides and soil amendments within 25 feet of 
fresh water. It passed in the House and Senate. Gover-
nor vetoed. I voted to support the bill.

Solar Energy

• LD 1652, an act to support solar energy devel-
opment in Maine, creates a solar energy plan so 
Mainers can benefit from renewable energy through 
less reliance on oil, cleaner environment, and the 
related job opportunities through energy expansion. 
I supported and it became law.

• LD 1252, an act to improve Maine’s economy 
and energy security with solar and wind energy. 
This would have provided additional funding to 
continue the solar energy renewable tax credit for 
solar installations in homes and businesses. Passed 
House and Senate. Governor vetoed bill. I supported 
the bill. 

Domestic Violence

• LD 1656, I was a proud co-sponsor of an act to 
increase safety for victims of domestic violence. 
The bill clarifies the law to promote collaboration 
between law enforcement, judicial, and community 
groups in order to plan the most effective response 
when domestic violence occurs.. Passed in House and 
Senate. Became Law with Governor’s signature.

As Senate Chair of the Judiciary Committee I presided over many bills this 
Session.  Four noteworthy bills that I worked on and supported were:

• LD 1389, An Act to Expedite the Foreclosure Process. Last Ses-
sion the Judiciary committee directed the Attorney General to conduct an 
exhaustive study on Maine foreclosures and the problems of abandoned 
homes.  An abandon home creates a blight on a neighborhood when left 
vacant and unmaintained. Many local bankers from Saco and Biddeford 
attended and testifi ed at multiple hearings in support of the bill. The bill 
says that upon clear and convincing evidence in an uncontested case, 
the court can declare a property abandoned and advance the hearing 
on its docket. The redemption period is shortened from 90 to 45 days. It 
also shortens the challenge period from 15 years to 5 years for property 
subject to municipal tax liens recorded after Oct. 13. It also strengthens 
consumer protections by increasing standards and training for foreclosure 
mediators. 

• LD 1734, An Act to Create a Cold Case Homicide Unit. The 
Committee heard compelling testimony from families who had loved 
ones murdered and the case remains unsolved. A mother from Saco gave 
emotional testimony about her daughter’s unsolved murder that took 
place 15 years ago. This bill will create a unit staff ed by on attorney, two 

From Senator Linda Valentino

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As I did after last year’s Legislative Session, I again wanted to reach out to update you on 
what I have been working on in Augusta.  This year was our “short” session. We adjourned 

on April 18th, but were called back 
on May 1st to handle vetoed bills. In 
total we worked 500 new and carried 
over bills, with 196 bills enacted into 
law. The Governor vetoed 74 bills this 
session, with 51 being sustained and 
23 overridden. I also received a 100% 
voting record. Showing up every day 
to do the work I was elected to do 
is an honor. I hope you will fi nd this 
special 2-page newspaper section to be 
informative.  It has been an privilege to 
serve you and I look forward to catching 
up with many of you now that Session 
has ended.

Something diff erent this Session for me, 
were two emergency bills I Sponsored that 
ended up passing as “Private and Special Laws”.  
These were to assist the City of Saco and the 
Town of OOB.

Old Orchard Beach
LD 1855 -   “An Act To Validate Certain 

Proceedings Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds 
and Notes of the Town of Old Orchard Beach”.  A 
legal technicality was discovered that could have 
aff ected the marketability of the bonds to be 
issued for the Edith Belle Libby Memorial Library. 
This bill validated the referendum in  2011, when 
citizens overwhelmingly voted to bond money 
for the library expansion.

Saco
LD 1644 -  “An Act to allow municipalities 

to stabilize sand dunes aff ected by actions of 
the Federal Government”.  It will help expedite 
necessary interim work to restore the shoreline 
in Camp Ellis until a fi nal decision is made by the 
City of Saco and the Army Corps of Engineers.  

This new law will streamline the permit process 
for sand rejuvenation eff orts in areas aff ected by 
erosion caused by federal government installa-
tions.

As the Senate Chair of the Maine Workforce and Economic 
Future Committee, the Committee was tasked this Session to re-
search and formulate a comprehensive bond package that would 
leverage state funds with maximum federal and private funding 
matches, have a high return on investment, and provide immedi-
ate job growth.  We spent 3 months listening to presentations by 
various groups and industries before recommending a package to 
the Appropriations Committee.  The following bonds will be on the 
November 2014 ballot:

• LD 1827, An Act to Support Maine Small Business and 

Job Creation. This bond will recapitalize existing FAME programs 
for $12 million in order to make loans to small businesses to spur 
job growth.  This bond was listed as the highest priority of the 
Committee. I was the Sponsor of the bill. Governor vetoed, but 
Legislature overrode the veto.

• LD 1756, An Act to Support Biomedical Research. This 
bond authorizes borrowing of up to $10M for the Jackson Labora-
tory in Bar Harbor to expand its genetics and medical workforce.  I 
co-sponsored the bill. Legislature passed. Governor signed.

• LD 1709, An Act to Support the Growth of to Build 

Infrastructure for the Marine Sector Economy.  This bond is 
$7M to be matched by at least $7M in private funds, to support 
jobs and research in the marine economy. I worked very closely 
with faculty at the University of New England advocating for this 

bond.  Legislature passed. Bill became law without Governor 
signing.

• LD 1223, An Act Support Human Health Research. This 
bond is $3M that will be matched by $10M in private funds for the 
Mount Desert Island Biological Laboratory to expand microbiol-
ogy and medical research sectors.   Legislature passed. Governor 
signed. 

• LD 1455, An Act to Ensure Clean Water.  This bond is 
$10 million for water- related projects, including funding for the 
wastewater and drinking water revolving loan funds.  Potential to 
help Biddeford-Saco Water Co. Legislature passed. Bill became law 
without Governor signing.

• LD 1861, An Act to Create an Animal and Plant Disease 

and Insect Control Facility. This bond is $8M for an animal and 
plant disease and insect control laboratory at the University of 
Maine.  One of the potential research studies will address Lyme 
Disease. Legislature passed. Governor signed.

Judiciary Committee

Economic Stimulus 
and Job Creation
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At Libby Library groundbreaking

At UNE
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EMAIL:    SENATORVALENTINO@GMAIL.COM      ‘LIKE’ ME ON FACEBOOK:    FACEBOOK.COM/SENATORVALENTINO

At Saco Armory

Veterans/Military

Last Session I sponsored LD 1504, which was a resolve directing the Adjunct Gen-
eral of Maine to ensure that the Maine Military Code of Justice address sexual trauma 
issues for both women and men.  This Session we received our fi rst report on the issue 
and had a lengthy presentation on the report showing what steps have been taken to 
address this issue.

Other Bills I supported that became law were:

• LD 1832, An Act to Increase Employment Opportunities for Veterans.  This law al-
lows a private employer to have a written policy giving preference in regard to hiring, 
promoting or retaining a veteran.

• LD 1667, An Act to Provide Funding for Veteran Treatment Courts. This law allows 
funding for another part-time Assistant District Attorney.

• LD 1696, This law extends the property tax exemption to veterans who served in 
the military campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

detectives, and one employee of the State’s crime lab who will work 
exclusively on unsolved murders. The State is seeking federal funding 
for this law. There are over 120 unsolved murders in Maine.

• LD 1730, An Act to Assist Victims of Human Traffi  cking. Hu-
man traffi  cking and/or aggravated sex traffi  cking has become a major 
problem in Maine. Many times this occurs when a person compels 
very young teenagers into acts of prostitution through acts of violence, 
isolation, and fear. The perpetrator does this by withholding passports, 
documents or getting their victim addicted to drugs. This bill creates 
an affi  rmative defense for those caught engaging in prostitution if 
they were compelled to do so as a result of human traffi  cking. It also 
increases the fees and penalties for those convicted of human or sex 
traffi  cking. 

• LD 1194, Social Media Privacy in School and in Workplace. 
Individual’s privacy is an exploding issue for my committee. With the 
ever changing technological advances, people do know and want to 
know more about a person. This bill will look at these changes to see 
how Maine can formulate laws to protect students and employees 
from having to turn over personal passwords to email and social media 
accounts when asked by to prospective employers of school offi  cials. 
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